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“N ever send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.” This would be a good line for the leaders of the Church of
England to wake up to today. This week three diJerent studies make clear how loudly the death knell is ringing for the

Church we love and serve.

A study of clergy shows that around half are not sure that their churches will be holding regular Sunday services in a decade’s
time; 40 per cent of priests under 70 feel overworked or overstretched; a Ofth of clergy have seriously thought about quitting. The
Telegraph’s survey of Church of England data, which shows the fastest rate of church closures since records began. A bombshell
dossier from ordinary laity in Cornwall reveals how diocesan authorities are pursuing their quest to impose a catastrophic new
model of the church.

How do these all tie together? Let’s take a look at what the Diocese of Truro is trying to do. It is forcing dozens of parishes together
into giant beneOces and starving them of regular priests.

What does this mean? For the laity, absolutely zero chance of having communion each week, or hearing a sermon preached by
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someone with theological education. What are the chances of Onding a priest to bury your father, marry your daughter, prepare
you for conOrmation or chat with you as your marriage goes through a diVcult patch? The church has essentially withdrawn its
core services from you.

For the clergy it destroys the joy of being a priest. Getting embedded in a community; christening the grandchild of a man I buried
the month before; being there at the highs and the lows and everything in between of people in a community that I am a part of.

But is this a consequence, not a cause, of failure? I’m afraid the opposite is the case. The Church of England has been ordaining
more priests than have been retiring for over a decade. We don’t have a shortage, we have a deployment problem, with 980 priests
(well over 10 per cent) serving in roles in diocesan and national HQs.

We don’t actually have a money problem. The Church Commissioners are the custodians of the endowments which are supposed
to be spent, almost exclusively, on parish ministry. £10.2 billion of endowments. In the last decade, the church has torn up this
commitment from the past to the future in order to defund actual parish ministry and invest eye-watering sums in fancy new
schemes.

And the Church of England’s own studies show what this means. Their own report, “Going Deeper”, said: “The change in the
number of clergy per church in the parish has a signiOcant eJect on growth in that parish. Where there is an increase in
stipendiary clergy, there is a greater likelihood of growth, a decrease in stipendiary clergy is more likely, on average, to lead to
decline.”

In short, this is driven decline. A doom loop. Until the Church of England, at a national level, decides to redirect its money and its
manpower towards front line parish ministry, churches will close, clergy wellbeing will collapse, and the laity will walk. If they
don’t change tack, they may not be able to ask for whom the bell tolls, because the church in which that bell should be tolling will
be closed.

Rev Marcus Walker is co-founder of Save The Parish

The Telegraph values your comments but kindly requests all posts are on topic, constructive and respectful. Please review our commenting policy.

Show comments

More stories

Related Topics

Church of England, Religion, Christianity
29

BBC delayed Brexit vote announcement, says David Dimbleby

The EU is running out of other people’s money

Another Remainer fantasy has been quashed

Putin’s plan to control remote Siberian region goes awry

Militant trans activists are doomed, but the battle is still far from over

Supermarket giants searching shoppers who use self-scan amid shoplifting epidemic



More from News

Theresa May’s diagnosis of the UK’s woes is totally misguided

 3 Sep 2023, 6:00am

Queen Elizabeth national memorial to be unveiled on her 100th birthday year

3 Sep 2023, 12:00am

Tesco staM to wear bodycams after rise in violent attacks

2 Sep 2023, 10:52pm

Telegraph cartoons – September 2023

 2 Sep 2023, 10:19pm

Two men arrested over PSNI data breach

2 Sep 2023, 9:54pm

Nobel Foundation rescinds invitation to Russian ambassador amid backlash

ZOE STRIMPEL

By Victoria Ward

By Liz Perkins

By Liz Perkins



More from The Telegraph

2 Sep 2023, 9:05pm

Sponsored

How to make 2owers last longer in the vase The 10 best roses to grow in your garden

These 10 plants for shade will thrive in shady conditions, adding
colour and interest

Create borders in your garden using these 6 simple steps

Sunak deTes net zero ban on new airports

Harry and Meghan celebrate Doria’s birthday at Beyoncé concert in Los Angeles

By Our Foreign StaJ



Letters: Bereft of ideas, the entire political class is trapped in a cycle of tax and spend

Mrs Honeycombe attacked by swarm of angry bees

The Japanese knotweed con exposed – and the plants to really beware

Ukraine-Russia war: Zelensky snubs Western critics over counter-oMensive claims

Follow us on:

Back to top  

Help Centre About us

Telegraph Extra Reader Prints

Branded Content Syndication and Commissioning

Guidelines Privacy

Terms and Conditions Advertising Terms

Fantasy Sport UK Voucher Codes

Betting Offers Modern Slavery

Tax Strategy Broadband and Mobile Deals



© Telegraph Media Group Limited 2023

Tax Strategy Broadband and Mobile Deals

Wine Cellar The Chelsea Magazine Company

Manage Cookies


